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Article by Sue Brown

Head of Art and Design at Malcolm Sargent Primary School is a large Primary School
based in the historic market town of Stamford, Lincolnshire.

The words every teacher dreads..... Ofsted are coming tomorrow!

As an art teacher, the dread was even more real now that the Ofsted Framework has
changed to include more of a focus on Foundation subjects!

Our school had been expecting an imminent visit since the summer, so, to be
honest, | was quite relieved when we finally got the call so we could show what a
great school we were, and that the wait would be over.

Obviously | was less relieved when | heard they would be doing a Deep Dive into
Artl

Being part of a large academy primary school our staff work closely together to ensure that our Long Term Plan is
full of cross curricular enrichment, as well as core subjects.

Lessons last for 1 hour and can range from one off technical skills to 3 4 week projects. We try as much as
possible to create lessons that will embed the classroom learning whether it’s literacy, history, geography, RE,

maths, and science.
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We start by looking at the skills and knowledge from our progression maps, sometimes linking them with the
Power of Reading books to gain inspiration for art and music, such as The

Firebird in Y3 or Shackleton’s Journey in Y5.

The ideas are combined to create an engaging curriculum. Although I am not a DT specialist, |

do integrate some DT skills within every year group.

| was interviewed for about 40 minutes in the morning, was observed in my teaching of Y3 creating clay Diva
lamps and interviewed again at lunchtime about the lesson

A group of Y3 children were also interviewed separately and | met with an inspector again after school when she
looked at a selection of artwork and sketchbooks from other year groups

In the first interview there were general questions about the art curriculum and how it fits in with the wider school
but mainly questions about how the curriculum develops the children’s skills and knowledge throughout the year
and also throughout their wider school life.

She wanted to know how lessons were planned to include age appropriate skills (as per my progression map)
and how they were implemented. | referred to my progression map in the interview to show how each year
group’s skills were built on each year

As we were using clay that day, | discussed the progression from simple waterlilies using

templates and tree faces using natural materials in Y1 to thumb pot owls and impress

patterned tiles in Y2 to moulded and decorated Diva lamps and coiled Wassail Cups in

Y3.
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Older children then use their knowledge of moulding and joining clay in later years to create, for example, Viking

heads, pots with lids and model figures.

CLAY PROGRESSION

We discussed briefly how | assess
the children’s work through
metacognitive discussion during
the lesson, giving guidance and
advice. We also self assess and
peer assess during and at the end
of larger projects.

| talked a lot about my role and how
| had developed the art curriculum
over the past year or so, where |
got ideas ( AccessArt NSEAD
Gomersal Primary School and Paul
Carney Arts ), and how | knew that
skills and knowledge were being
retained.

During the lesson observation, she talked briefly to the children and then met with me afterwards.

She asked why this lesson was at this particular time in the term, how it linked to clay work they had previously
done and what skills | thought they would gain to progress forwards to the next project

She asked if | differentiated for the SEND child in the class and if TA’s had any training on the techniques | was
teaching.

She took 5 children from the class | had taught along with their sketchbooks and interviewed them separately.
She asked them about the observed lessons and about art lessons in general but | had no feedback on what the
children said.

| then selected a variety of work that had been stored from our Exhibition last summer and current sketchbooks.

| discussed the reasoning behind certain pieces, how ideas were driven by skills knowledge and then enhanced
by cross curricular links. Particularly, | focussed on the teaching of colour theory as certain pieces showed how
this is developed over year groups. Everything from cool and warm colours with Y1, using inks for autumn colours
with Y3, to how many greens can you make in Y5.
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COIour wo r k Colour work from year 1 to year 6

If | was to offer advice as to how you
could prepare for an Ofsted Deep Dive ,
| would recommend that you are well
prepared for the comprehensive
questioning about specific skills,
progression and have to hand what you
might need to evidence this.

Make sure you have your Long Term
Plan and that you can discuss how it is
cross curricular, have your Progression
Map (showing skills, knowledge, and
sequential learning),

your Medium Term Plan (or lesson plans) and examples of work from several year groups
Most of all breathe, be passionate about your subject and good luck!

Article by Sue Brown

Keep up to date with best practice through viewing our content on the Forge CPD platform, or attending one
of our virtual courses/conferences.

Our team of highly skilled and engaging consultants are all experts in their field and are keen to share their
wealth of knowledge with you.
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