The Willows School
Van Dyck art project 2023
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Van Dyck room ceiling
The Willows School Art Crew are a group of thirteen KS3 and KS4 students, chosen for their creative flair. The project was called 'Feeling Inspired?' and had the intention of giving them a wide range of different creative experiences and opportunities to be able to explore their own creativity and push them out of their comfort zone. 
[image: C:\Users\JeniferWall\OneDrive - Wentworth Woodhouse Preservation Trust\Documents\Education\SEND\Willows School\Van Dyck project\Van Dyck room 1, 18 July 2023, WW, no credit needed, copyright WW 2023.jpg]Wentworth Woodhouse was the first source of inspiration. The group spent a day taking photos and doing charcoal drawings of the flowers inside the rooms. We then moved on to watercolour interpretations of the flowers.
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We used terracotta clay as it's strong and allowed students to create more detail through carving and add elements as they worked.
The terracotta clay was coated in white slip to echo the white plaster of the original flowers and the students added accents of gold leaf to fit with the style of the rooms at Wentworth Woodhouse. 
[image: C:\Users\JeniferWall\OneDrive - Wentworth Woodhouse Preservation Trust\Documents\Education\SEND\Willows School\Van Dyck project\20230613_142738.jpg]The students’ work was then displayed at Wentworth Woodhouse in their exhibition space where we went to visit it for free. The students felt very proud.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]They really enjoyed the experience and said "Wow! I had such a great time! I'd love to do more art there!"
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